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the danger of celebrity in power the case of liberia takes you on an engaging journey that dissects the rise of celebrities to political power and unravels the
implications of their imposing rule sometimes to the detriment of democracy s growth and development in particular the book delves into the small west
african nation of liberia as an embryonic and fragile democracy with many years of social economic and political decadence there to the shock of the world
a footballer george oppong manneh weah was elected president in 2017 my intent is not to cast doom but to realistically unearth the dangerous effects that
are rapidly emerging in liberia since the footballer assumed power the visible indicators of what is to come are extensively discussed in this book it is
absolutely prudent to underscore that mediocrity has taken over liberia with the election of a football star whose entire background is completely unrelated
to the functions of the presidency president weah has no credible corporate or political leadership experience thus he lacks the background and savoir faire
to lead liberia out of its current fragility and degradation onto a trajectory of sustainable peace and stability in less than twelve months into his leadership
the president has grossly and repeatedly violated the laws of liberia demonstrated intolerance toward the opposition and continuously threatened advocates i
e critical voices portending the emergence of tyranny president weah has called the opposition enemies of the state said to the liberian people i cannot
fight corruption because everyone is related and said to the bbc stringer in liberia jonathan paye layleh you were one of those against me when i was
advocating for peace certainly these statements are worrisome coming from the heart of a rookie president overwhelmingly elected with 61 5 percent of the
total valid votes cast in less than twelve months the implications of such tyrannical moves are enormous and must not be discounted obviously these are
scary times which reflect a looming danger the trend cannot continue unabated

this book brings together fresh evidence and new theoretical frameworks in a unique analysis of the increasing role of social media in political campaigns
and electoral processes across africa supported by contemporary and historical cases studies it engages with the main drives behind the various
appropriations of social media for election campaigns organization and voter mobilization contributors in this volume delve into changing and complex
aspects of social media offering an appraisal of theoretical perspectives and examining fascinating case studies which social media use is redefining elections
across africa contributions show that new media ecologies are resulting in new policy regimes user behaviors and communication models that have
implications for electoral processes the book also provides preliminary analysis of emerging forms of algorithm driven campaigns fake news information
distortions and other methods that undermine electoral democracy in africa
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global growth for 2018 19 is projected to remain steady at its 2017 level but its pace is less vigorous than projected in april and it has become less
balanced downside risks to global growth have risen in the past six months and the potential for upside surprises has receded global growth is projected at
3 7 percent for 2018 19 0 2 percentage point lower for both years than forecast in april the downward revision reflects surprises that suppressed activity in
early 2018 in some major advanced economies the negative effects of the trade measures implemented or approved between april and mid september as
well as a weaker outlook for some key emerging market and developing economies arising from country specific factors tighter financial conditions
geopolitical tensions and higher oil import bills the balance of risks to the global growth forecast has shifted to the downside in a context of elevated
policy uncertainty several of the downside risks highlighted in the april 2018 world economic outlook weo such as rising trade barriers and a reversal of
capital flows to emerging market economies with weaker fundamentals and higher political risk have become more pronounced or have partially
materialized meanwhile the potential for upside surprises has receded given the tightening of financial conditions in some parts of the world higher trade
costs slow implementation of reforms recommended in the past and waning growth momentum

this book offers an accessible overview of the multiple interdependent issues related to the women peace and security wps global agenda the first
introductory overview of the wps agenda as articulated in multiple national and international resolutions statements and initiatives the book provides a link
between the general public and security practitioners to an important but still largely unknown set of global objectives regarding gender equality and long
term peace and stability within the context of the changing nature of warfare and through consideration of empirical evidence the volume examines the
definitions theoretical underpinnings and methodological challenges associated with wps it then discusses with more specificity violence against women
women civilians in war the role of women in peacemaking women in the military and in development and women politicians the book concludes with a
look to the future and number of action items from the macro to the micro level while challenges and opportunities related to the wps agenda are global
us policy action and inaction related to wps and gender equality are provided as examples of what politically needs to be done has been done and
obstacles to wps furtherance potentially to be encountered by all countries this book will be of much interest to students of peace studies security studies
gender studies and ir
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